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“Byaluative Aspects of Representation:
Classic Western Political Theory and
Contemporary U. S. Political Science

Compared and Contrasted”

My intreductory remarks focus on four ironies
about electoral reform in the U, S. and Japan.
First, as Japanese reformers seek to do away with
5 M. T.V., reformers in the U, S. are advocating
it as a means for racial and ethnic minority
representation. Second, as Japanese reformers
seek to strengthen the policy basis of party
competition and reduce constituency-based parc-
chialism and pork-barrel politics, in the U. S. we
see a rise in a constituency-service orientation
among legislators. Third, as Japanese reformers
are emphasizing the need to reduce the impor-
tance of money in politics, U. S reformers
are trying to wnreform their earlier campaign
finance teforms, because those reforms had a
number of unintended conseguences and did not
do what they were supposed to do. Fourth, as
tikelihood Japanese reformers seek to ensure
increased of chang of party controi, the single-
member district U. S. House of Representatives
seems firmly and irrevocably in the hands of
the Democrats.

After these introductory remarks, we turn to
a discussion of three fundamentally different
notions of representation:

(1) the mirror model,

(2) the delegate model, and

{3) the Rousseauian model of the legislature
as an embodiment of the “general wiil”,
and we discuss the types of normative
criteria for evaluating the fairness and
effectiveness of representation that each
of these models gives rise to.
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“Nine Normative Questions about
Representaiion”

(1) Are legislators as a group descriptively
representative of the socio-ecomomic at-
tributes of the voters?

{2) Do legislators as 2 group hold wizws that
are representative of (& mirror of) the
Full range of interests and preferences
of the voters?

Do the rules for apportioning seats to
geographic areas satisfy the “equal pop-
ulation” standard ?

Are political parties treated fairly in
terms of the proportionality of their rep-
resentation and/or in terms of absence
of bias?

Are individual legislators responsive to the
views of their own constituency ?

Are legislators serving the public interest,
or are they concerned with particular-
istic and parochial interests of those of
factions?

Are voters able to use their votes to
make an effective choice between com-
peting clearly defined public policies and
visions of the public interest?

Do elected officials perform effectively
to promote national interests, social wel-
fare, and economic growih?

Are there honest elections, with secret
ballots, free of voter intimidation or brib-
ery, with adult suffrage, and genuine
political competition ?
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