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MICHAEL J. MONTOYA, PhD 
mmontoya@uci.edu 

 
EDUCATION 
 
2003 Stanford University, Stanford, CA,   Ph.D., Anthropology 
1998   Stanford University, Stanford, CA,   M.A., Anthropology 
1989 Lewis and Clark College, Portland, OR,  B.A., Sociology/Anthropology 
 
ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
July 2009 - Associate Professor,  

Departments of Anthropology & Chicano/Latino Studies, School of Social Sciences.    
Program in Medical Education for the Latino Community, School of Medicine, UC-Irvine. 
Department of Population Health and Prevention, College of Health Sciences, UC-Irvine. 

July 2010 –Associate Professor, 
Program in Nursing Science, College of Health Sciences, UC-Irvine. 

Feb 2004-July 2004 Postdoctoral Fellow-Consulting Researcher, The Molecular Sciences Institute,  
Berkeley, CA. 

 
COMMUNITY POSITIONS 
Sept 1989 – June 1996   Program Manager/Teacher Instructor, Partners in Education  

English Literacy Program, San Jose, CA. Associate Trainer, Santa Cruz Housing Corporation, Santa  
Cruz,  CA., President, Board Member, Santa Cruz Community Health Center, Santa Cruz, CA.  
Coordinator, Campaign to End Childhood Hunger; Coordinator, USDA Summer Food Service Program; 
Community Services Manager, Regional Food Bank, Food  and Nutrition Services, Inc., Aptos, CA. 

 
RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Chronic disease (esp. Diabetes), Urban Health; Community based qualitative participatory research 
Science and Technology Studies; Race, genetics and knowledge production; Participation of ethnic  
communities in research; Impact of adversity on community health and well being 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
B1 Making the Mexican Diabetic: Race, Science, and the Genetics of Inequality, University of California Press, 
2011. 
 
J8 Montoya, M. Teaching Medical Students About Race: When what we know meets what we don’t.  
Anthropology Now, 4(3), 1-6, December 2012. 
 
J7 Kent, E., Sender, L., Morris, R., Grigsby, T., Montoya, M., Ziogas, A., Anton-Culver, H. “ Multilevel 
socioeconomic effects on quality of life in adolescent and young adult survivors of leukemia and lymphoma.  
Quality of Life Research, DOI 10.1007/s11136-012-0254-z, August 2012. 
 
J6 Kent, E., Parry, C., Montoya, M., Sender, L., Morris, R., and Anton-Culver, J. “You’re too young for this”: 
Adolescent and Young Adults’ Perspectives on Cancer Survivorship.  Journal of Pychosocial Oncology, 30:2, 
260-279. 
 
J5 Montoya, M. and Erin Kent, Dialogical Action: From Community-Based to Community-Driven Participatory 
Research.  Qualitative Health Research, 21(7), 1000-1011, July 2011. 
 
J4 Montoya, M., The Community Knowledge Project: Community is a Verb, Community Engaged Scholarship 
for Health, http://ces4health.info/, November 2009. 
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J3 Montoya, M., Bioethnic Conscription: Genes, Race and Mexicana/o Ethnicity in Diabetes Research. 
Cultural Anthropology 22(1), 2007. 
 
J2 Paradies, YC., Montoya, M., and Fullerton, SM., Racialized Genetics and the Study of Complex Diseases: 
The thrifty genotype revisited. Perspectives in Biology and Medicine 50(2) 2007. 
 
J1 Heath D., Koch E., Ley B., Montoya M., Nodes and Queries: Linking Locations in Networked Fields of 
Inquiry, American Behavioral Scientist, 450-463(14) vol. 43, No. 3. November 1999. 
 
BC1 Montoya, M., and Rayna Rapp, Forward: Race, Genes and Health in Latin America, In Racial Identities, 
Genetic Ancestry and Health in South America: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Uruguay, Sahra Gibbon, 
Ricardo Ventura Santos and Monica Sans (eds).  Palgrave – Macmillan: New York, 2012. 
 
O4 Montoya, M., and Erin Kent, Black and white disparities in cancer survival are not so black and white.  
Letter to the editor response to Albain et al 2009. Journal of the National Cancer Institute, 102: 4, February 
2010: 277. 
 
O3 Montoya, M., and Benjamin Howard, Dangerous implications of racial genetics research.  Letter to the 
editors response to Palomar et al 2007.  American Journal of Obstetrics & Gynecology 11: 042, April 2008: 
483. 
  
O2 Montoya M., Do Genes Explain Diabetes Health Disparities Between Ethnic Groups? 
Invited Editorial, Endocrine Today, June 2007. 
 
O1 Montoya M., Diabetes. Encyclopedia of Race and Racism, John Moore (ed) The Gale Group/Macmillan 
Reference USA, Farmington Hills, MI, 2008. 
 
BR2 Montoya M., Invited Book Review of Crossing the Border: Research from the Mexican Migration Project, 
Durand and Massey, Eds. (2005), Journal of American Studies, 40, 2006 (2) 424-425. 
 
BR1 Montoya M., Invited Book Review of Love of Shopping is Not a Gene, Dagg (2005), American 
Anthropologist June 2006 vol. 108, No. 2. 
 
J10 - IP Montoya, M  The Promise of Community Knowledge.  Under review Spec Issue of Current 
Anthropology. 
 
J9 – IP Montoya, M.  Beyond Data Points: Translational Science and “Community Inclusion.”  Under Review 
for Spec Issue of Public Culture 
 
CW1 Community is a Verb, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dpgw9XqMuKA 
 
Research Support 
 
2012-2014 Community Knowledge for Health Equity, Building Healthy Communities Grant, The California 

Endowment, ($480,650). 
 
2010-2015 NIH Institute for Clinical Translational Science, Community Engagement Unit, Infrastructure, 

($75,000). NIH NCRR UL1 RR031985, Cooper, D – PI. 
 
2010 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Active Living Research, New Connections Grant, ($12,000). 
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2008/2009 Community Based Health and Action, Multiple Graduate and Undergraduate Student Projects, 
Funding from Community Outreach Partnership Center, Community Scholars Program, ID – 
SURE, UROP.  ($26,000) 

 
 2004/2008 Center for the Study of Latinos in a Global Society Research Award, School of Social Sciences, 

UC-Irvine.  This award funds the development and analysis of a random telephone survey on 
the correlation between stressful life events and illnesses such as diabetes.  The award also 
funds qualitative community based assessments of health, ($12,000). 

 
2005/2007 NIH, National Center on Minority Health and Health Disparity, LRP-Health Disparities Research  

Scholar Award.  This loan repayment award supports the development of a pilot study into the  
biocultual causes of type 2 diabetes among Latinos in the US, ($65,000). 

 
2006/2007 General Clinical Research Center, School of Medicine, UC-Irvine, Research Feasibility Fund 

Award. This award funds a feasibility study for the use of bioethnographic research methods for 
characterizing community health disparities in a small local population, ($10,000).   

 
2006/2007 Intel Corporation Research Award, Department of Anthropology, UC-Irvine.  This award funds 

research into the role of technology in health related behaviors of urban Latinos living in the US, 
($7000). 

 
SELECTED PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
2012 Making and Unmaking the Mexican Diabetic.  Invited Lecture, Stanford University. May 2012.  
 
2012 Race, Science, and the Genetics of Inequality.  How Scientists Think Series, Invited Lecture, 

Brown University, Science and Technology Studies Program, Providence, RI, April 19. 
 
2012 Race and the Making of the Mexican Diabetic on the US/Mexico Border and Beyond.  Honored 

Guest Speaker, Fronteras Y Puentes: Understanding & Transforming Borders through Social 
Science Research.  University of Texas, Pan-American, McAllen, TX, April 13. 

 
2012 Community Knowledge: From problems to solutions.  TEDxUCIrvine, March 3, UC-Irvine. 
 
2012 UnMaking the Mexican Diabetic: Community Knowledge Encounters Racialized Science.  

February 21, Department of Anthropology, American University, Washington DC. 
 
2011 UnMaking the Mexican Diabetic: Race, Science, and the Promise of Community Knowledge.  

Monday Colloq. Series, November 28, Dept of Anthropology, UC-Berkeley. 
 
2011 Epigenomes and Inequities: Community Knowledge for a Post-Genomic World, Invited panel 

presentation, Beyond the Body Proper: Biopolitics and Biocontingencies, American 
Anthropological Association meetings, Montreal, Canada, November. 

 
2011  Discussant for panel, Conceptualizing Power/Knowledge in Medical Anthropology: The Meeting  

of Science and Technology Studies and the Political Economy of Health, American 
Anthropological Association meetings, Montreal, Canada, November.  

 
2011 From Data Points to Drivers: Community, Knowledge and Translational Science, Invited 

workshop participant, Knowledge/Value: Experimental Biologies and Translational Research, 
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University of Chicago, November. 
 
2011  Speculative Futures: Potentiality and Community Knowledge for Post Genomic Medical  

Science, Invited paper for The Anthropology of Potentiality: Exploring the Productivity of the  
Undefined and Its Interplay with Notions of Humanness in New Medical Practices, Wenner Gren 
Symposium, Teresopolis, Brazil, October 28 - November 4. 

 
2011  Asking the Right Questions: Community Knowledge in a Post Genomic World, Invited  

presentation for Mapping “Race” & Inequality: Best Practices for Theorizing & Operationalizing 
“Race” in Health Policy Research.  NIH Sponsored Workshop, University of New Mexico School of 
Law, Albuquerque, NM, April 26-28. 

 
2011  Making the Mexican Diabetic: Race, Science, and the Genetics of Inequality.  Invited lecture,  

Berkeley School of Public Health, March 7. 
 
2011   How Understanding Genomic Racialization Can Improve Disease Research.  Invited paper for  

International Workshop on Global Populations at the Interface of Humanities and Genomics,  
Kyoto, Japan, January 18-19. 

 
2010  Montoya, M.  Speculative Futures, Dystopic Myopathy, and Making Healthy Community.  Invited  

Panel Presentation.  American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, LA., November. 
  

2010  Kent, E. E., Sender, L. S., Morris, R. A., Grigsby, T. J., Montoya, M. J., Ziogas, A., & Anton- 
Culver, H. (2010). Socioeconomic impacts on quality of life in young adults with leukemia and  
lymphoma. Poster for the Young Adult Alliance meeting (Austin, TX, November 3-5). 

 
2010  Biosocialidades emergentes: mistura genetica, diabetes, e etnidade Mexicana.  Invited lecture  

at Perspectivas Antropologicas sobe Saude Genomica e Identidades na America Latina, Pre- 
Seminar Associacion Brasileira de Antropologia, Belem, Brazil, July 31- August 3. 

 
2010  Role of women in combating non communicable disease.  Invited lecture at Emerging  

Burden of Chronic Diseases and Its Impact on Developing Countries.  Sponsored by DANIDA 
and World Diabetes Foundation.  Copenhagen, Denmark.  April 15-16. 

  
Reviewer 
Cultural Anthropology, Social Studies of Science, Ethnicity and Disease, Canadian Review of Social 
Anthropology, Ethnicities, Science Technology and Human Values, Royal Danish Development Assistance 
Organization, Canadian Review of Sociology, American Journal of Public Health, Biosocieties, Medical 
Anthropology Quarterly, Health and Place, Wiley Blackwell Publishing, Stanford University Press, National 
Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health. 
 
Professional Organizations 
American Anthropological Association, Multiple Sections 

Association of Latino and Latino Anthropologists, Board Member 
Society for Applied Anthropology, Fellow 
 
Special Projects 
The Community Knowledge Project 

www.communityknowledgeproject.org 
 Community is a Verb 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dpgw9XqMuKA 
 


