
 CURRICULUM VITAE 
STERGIOS SKAPERDAS      August 2016 
Department of Economics 
University of California, Irvine 
Irvine, CA 92697 
office tel: (949) 824-4167 
office fax: (949) 824-2182 
e-mail: sskaperd@uci.edu 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 

B.A.  Reed College, Economics, 1982 
M.A. The Johns Hopkins University, Economics, 1986 
Ph.D. The Johns Hopkins University, Economics, 1989 

 
POSITIONS HELD 
 
2016-present Director, Center for Global Peace and Conflict Studies, UC Irvine 
2013-present     Clifford S. Heinz Chair (on the economics of peace), UC Irvine 
2002-present  Professor of Economics, UC Irvine  
2015-present  Professor of Political Science (by courtesy), UC Irvine 
1996-2002 Associate Professor of Economics, UC Irvine 
1988-1996 Assistant Professor of Economics, UC Irvine 
 
OTHER AFFILIATIONS 
 
2011-present Member of Advisory Council, Experimental Social Science Laboratory, UC Irvine 
2015-present Advisory Editor, Peace Economics, Peace Science, and Public Policy 
2003-present Associate Editor, Global Crime (formerly Transnational Organized Crime). 
1999-present Research Fellow, CESifo Research Network, Munich, Germany 
1998-present Member, Center for the Study of Democracy, UC Irvine 
1997-present Associate Editor, Economics of Governance 
1996-present Member, Global Peace and Conflict Studies Center, UC Irvine 
1989-present Member, Institute for Mathematical Behavioral Sciences, UC Irvine 
2012-13 Interim Director, Institute for Mathematical Behavioral Sciences, UC Irvine 
2006-07             Acting Director, Global Peace and Conflict Studies Center, UC Irvine 
2003-2013 Research Fellow, Center for the Study of Civil Wars, Peace Research Institute of Oslo. 
2002-07 Member, EU Network on Polarization and Conflict. 
 
 
HONORS AND GRANTS 
 
Held various fellowships and scholarships at Reed College and the Johns Hopkins University. 
 
Phi Beta Kappa, 1982. 
 
UC Irvine Academic Senate Faculty Research Fellowship, 1991-92. 
 
National Science Foundation, “Collaborative Research on Welfare and Inefficiency Under Directly 



Unproductive Activities,”(in collaboration with C. Syropoulos), 1992-95. 
 
Various grant awards from the UC Irvine School of Social Sciences and Academic Senate; the Center for 
the Study of Democracy; the Center for Global Peace and Conflict Studies at UC Irvine; various years. 
 
MacArthur Foundation Program on Global Security and Sustainability, Research and Writing Grant on 
“Investing in Conflict Management: An Economic Approach,” 2002-2004 (with Garance Genicot) 
 
Mancur Olson Memorial Lecture, “Restraining the Genuine Homo Economicus: Why the Economy Cannot 
Be Divorced from its Governance", University of Maryland, College Park, February 8th, 2002. 
 
Keynote Speaker, “The Dark Side of Self-Interest”, XV Annual Mexican Colloquium of Mathematical 
Economics and Econometrics, Tijuana, Mexico, November 2005. 
 
Excellence in Refereeing Award, American Economic Review, 2009. 
 
Keynote Speaker, “Contests for Power,” Conference on Contests, Tournaments and Relative Performance 
Evaluation,  North Carolina State University, March 2011. 
 
Keynote Speaker, Guns, Lawyers, and Money: Economic Consequences of Costly Conflict,”  CESifo 
Summer Institute Conference on the Economics of Conflict, San Servolo, Venice, July 2011. 
 
Keynote Speaker, “Guns, Lawyers, and Money: Economic Consequences of Costly Conflict,” Conference 
on the economic costs and consequences of conflict, Cartagena, Colombia, August 2012. 
 
Keynote Speaker, “Guns, Lawyers, and Money: Economic Consequences of Costly Conflict,” Conference 
on “Conflict: Theory and Evidence,” Stockholm School of Economics, June 2013. 
 
Theme Day Keynote Speaker, “Trade in the Shadow of Power,” Meeting of the International Agricultural 
Trade Research Consortium (IATRC), San Diego, CA, December 2014. 
 
Keynote Speaker, “Guns, Lawyers, and Markets: Economic Consequences of Costly Conflict,” 
Australasian meeting of the Public Choice Society, Queensland University of Technology, Brisbane, 
Australia, December 2015. 
 
 
EDITED BOOKS 
 
Garfinkel, Michelle R. and Skaperdas, Stergios (eds.), The Political Economy of Conflict and 
Appropriation, 1996, New York: Cambridge University Press.  (Paperback version published in 2008.) 
 
Garfinkel, Michelle R. and Skaperdas, Stergios (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Economics of Peace 
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(reprinted in Michael Szenberg (ed.) Shifting Paradigms, New Directions in Economics, 2004, 
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       and  Norms in Economic Development,  141-161, 2007, Cambridge, MA: MIT Press. 
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Garfinkel, Michelle R., Skaperdas, Stergios, and Syropoulos, Constantinos, “Globalization and                   
        Insecurity: Reviewing Some Basic Issues,” in G.D. Hess (ed.), Guns and Butter: The Economic          
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Skaperdas, Stergios and Vaidya, Samarth, “Contested Political Persuasion,” forthcoming in R. Congleton, 
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SHORT ARTICLES AND REVIEWS 
 
Skaperdas, Stergios, “Gangs and the State of Nature,” in Peter Newman (ed.), The New Palgrave 
Dictionary of Economics and the Law, 1998, London: MacMillan. 
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Skaperdas, Stergios, "The Dark Side of Self-Interest" (in Greek, "Η Σκοτεινη Πλευρα του                     
Ατομικου Συμφεροντος,") Οικονομικος Ταχυδρομος, December 2003, 60-64. 
 
Skaperdas, Stergios, "Policymaking in the Eurozone and the Core vs Periphery Problem," CESifo Forum, 
2011, 2, 12-18. 
 
Skaperdas, Stergios, Book review of Leeson, Peter, Anarchy Unbound: Why Self-Governance Works 
Better Than You Think (Cambridge Universiry Press, 2014), Public Choice, 2015, 162 (1), 219-221. 
 
 
MEDIA WRITINGS AND APPEARANCES 
 
Op-eds written for the Guardian, The New York Times, the Huffingtopost, and various international 
newspapers and magazines. 
 
Appearances on NPR, CNN International, Bloomberg TV, and various TV and radio stations. 
 
Other interviews and media citations in US, Greek, Canadian, British, Brazilian, Norwegian, Danish, and 
Polish media outlets.  
 
 
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS (Since 1993) 
 
-Conference on “Advances in the Economics of Conflict,” Stockholm School of Economics, June 16-17, 
2016. 
-Workshop on “Money in Politics,” University of Tampere, Finland, June 6-12, 2016. 
-“Persuasion: A Multidisciplinary Symposium,” School of Humanities, UC Irvine, May 4, 2016. 
-Conference on “Political Persuasion,” Center for the Study of Democracy, UC Irvine, January 9, 2016. 
-Australasian Meeting of the Public Choice Society, Brisbane, Australia, December 2015. 
-Conference on "The Political Economy of Social Conflict," Economic Growth Center, Program in 
Economic History, Yale University, October 16-17, 2015 
-Workshop on Costs of Destructive Entrepreneurship and Economic Performance, University of Paris I, 
Paris, March 31, 2015. 
-Session “Theories of Conflict,” ASSA (AEA/PSSI) meetings, Boston, MA, January 2015. 
-Invited speaker of theme day on “Food and Resources; Conflict and Trade” of the International 
Agricultural Trade Research Consortium (IATRC) conference, San Diego, CA, December 2014. 
-Conference on “Contest Theory and Political Competition,” Max Planck Institute for Tax Law and Public 
Finance, Munich, September 2014. 
-Conference on “The Political Economy of Conflict and Redistribution II,” WZB, Berlin, October 2013. 
-Workshop on “Civil Conflict and Rationality,” part of Barcelona GSE Summer Forum, June 2013. 
-Conference on “Conflict: Theory and Evidence,” Stockholm School of Economics, June 2013. 
-Conference on Contests, Tournaments and Relative Performance Evaluation, Fresno Center of UC 
Merced, March 2013. 
-Conference on the economic costs and consequences of conflict, sponsored by the University of the 
Andes, Cartagena, Colombia, August 2012. 
-Conference on “Resource Insecurity, International Trade and the Environment,” University of Exeter 
Business School, UK, May 17-18, 2012. 
-Conference on Trygve Haavelmo’s 100th birthday, University of Oslo, Norway, December 13-14, 2011. 
-Economist Conference “Debating Europe and its Currency: What’s the best for Greece after all?,” Ledra 
Palace Hotel, Athens, Greece, December 12, 2011 

http://www.socsci.uci.edu/%7Esskaperd/skaperdasCESifopublished.pdf


-"Young Researchers Workshop on Contests and Tournaments" Technical University of  Berlin, Germany, 
 December 2-3, 2011. 
-Annual ISSS/International Studies Association Conference, Irvine, October 13-15, 2011. 
-CESifo Summer Institute conference on “"The Economics of Conflict – Theory and Policy Lessons," 
Venice, Italy, 20 - 21 July. 
-Conference on "Rationality and Irrationality: Game-Theoretical and Other Perspectives," Stockholm 
School of Economics, June 2011. 
-Conflict and Cooperation Conference, Kellogg School of Management, Northwestern University, April 
2011.  
- Conference on Contests and Tournaments, North Carolina State University, March 2011. 
-“Game Theory in Law, Business and Political Economy” conference, USC Gould School of Law, Los 
Angeles, CA, October 2010. 
-“Coercion and Public Finance” conference, Georgia State University, Andrew Young School, Atlanta, 
GA, October 2010. 
-Yale-Princeton Conference on War and Trade, Sponsored by the Niehaus Center for Globalization and 
Governance, Princeton University, April 2010. 
-Conference on Game Theoretic Analysis of Conflict, (Politics Department, The Economic Theory Center 
and The Research Program in Political Economy) Princeton University, February 2010. 
- Peace and Development International Workshop, The World Bank, Washington DC, December 2009 
- European Summer Symposium in Economic Theory (ESSET), Study Center Gerzensee, Switzerland, 
July 2009.  
-Peace and Development International Workshop, organized by McGill University, the World Bank, and 
the National University of Rwanda, Kigali, Rwanda, May 2009. 
-Workshop on “Voting and Fighting,” Leitner Center for Comparative Political Economy, Yale University, 
New Haven, CT, May 2009. 
-Worskhop on “Rationality and conflict,” Cowles Foundation for Research in Economics, Yale University, 
New Haven, CT, January 2009. 
-PSSI session on the costs of conflict, AEA meetings, San Francisco, CA, January, 2009. 
-Conference on “Conflicts, Globalization, and Development,” CEPR and Paris School of Economics, 
Paris, France, November 2008. 
-Workshop on “Post-conflict Reconstruction,” (co-organized by the World Bank), McGill University, 
Montreal, Canada, November 2008. 
-Conference on “Advances in the Theory of Contests and its Applications,” CESifo Summer Institute, 
Venice, Italy, July 2008. 
-Conference on Economic Theory and Econometrics, Naxos, Greece, July 2008. 
-Conference on “Contests: Theory and Applications,” Stockholm School of Economics, Stockholm, 
Sweden, June 2008. 
-Conference on “Contests and Tournaments,” School of Business, North Carolina State University, 
Raleigh, NC, March 2008. 
-American Economic Association meetings, session on “The Micro-Level Consequences of Political 
Violence and Civil War,” New Orleans, LA, January 2008. 
-Conference on Defense and Peace Economics, Royal Military Institute of Canada, Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada, November 2007. 
-Conference on Conflict, co-organized by CSCW, PRIO, and Department of Economics at NYU, New 
York City, February 2007. 
-Session on “Transparency,” American Economic Association meetings, Chicago, IL, January 2007. 
-Workshop on Bolivia’s economic growth, Institute for Economic Development at Harvard University, 
Kennedy School of Government, November 2006. 
-Workshop on Economics and Conflict, Center for the Study of Civil Wars, Peace Research Institute of 
Oslo, Norway, June 2006. 



-Conference in memory of Herschel Grossman, Brown University, April 2006. 
-Worskshop on Institutions and Conflict, Institute for Governmental Studies, UC Berkeley, April 2006. 
-Conference in memory of Jack Hirshleifer, UCLA, March 2006. 
-Session on “International Conflict,” Peace Science Society International, Allied Social Science 
Association Meetings, Boston, MA, January 2006. 
-Conference of the EU Network on Polarization and Conflict, Bocconi University, Milan, Italy, December 
2005. 
-Workshop on Economics and Conflict, Center for the Study of Civil Wars, Peace Research Institute of 
Oslo, Norway, December 2005. 
-CESifo Conference on “Guns and Butter: The Economic Causes and Consequences of Conflict,” Munich, 
Germany, December 2005  
-Keynote speaker, XV Annual Mexican Colloquium of Mathematical Economics and Econometrics, 
Tijuana, Mexico, November 2005. 
-WZB conference on “advances in the theory of contests and tournaments,” Berlin, Germany, October 
2005. 
-CESifo conference on “political economy and development,” Venice, Italy, July 2005. 
-Summer School on “Economics, Extra-Legal Protection, and Organised Crime,” European Science Days, 
Steyr, Austria, July 2005. 
-Workshop on “Polarization and Conflict,” EU Network, Konstanz, Germany, June 2005. 
- American Economic Association and Peace Science Society (International) session, Philadelphia, PA, 
January 2005. 
-Workshop on Civil wars, Peace Research Institute of Oslo, Norway, December 2004. 
-Conference on "Decisions, Sports, and Statistics," Institute for Mathematical Behavioral Sciences, UC 
Irvine, December 2004. 
-CEPR conference on Crime and Conflict, GREQAM, University of Aix-en-Provence, Marseille, October 
2004. 
-Conference on Game Theory, Institute for Mathematical Behavioral Sciences, UC Irvine, September 
2004. 
-Conference on "rationalist approaches to war and peace," WZ-Berlin, July 2004. 
-Conference on "Polarization and Conflict," EU Network, Oslo, July 2004. 
-Workshop on "Between War and Peace," Peace Research Institute of Oslo and University of Oslo, 
Norway, June 2004. 
-Meeting on "Conflict and Economic Performance," Peace Research Institute of Oslo and University of 
Oslo, Norway, December 2003. 
-Conference on "Analyzing Conflict: Insights from the Natural and Social Sciences," UCLA, April 2003. 
-American Economic Association and Peace Science Society (International) session, Washington, D.C., 
January 2003. 
-Conference on Polarization and Conflict, Barcelona, Spain, December 2002. 
-Workshop on the Changing Organization of Labor, CESifo Research Network, Venice Summer Institute, 
July 2002. 
-Conference in Economic and Econometric Theory, Chania, Crete, Greece, July 2002. 
-Conference on Corporate Governance, UC Irvine, February 2002. 
-Peace Science Society (International) session on "Trade and Security," Allied Social Science Association 
Meetings, Atlanta, GA, January 2002. 
-Conference on “Contests in Politics and Industrial Organization,” organized by the CEPR and WZB, 
Berlin, Germany, November 2001. 
-Conference on “Civil Wars and Post-Conflict Transitions,” UC Irvine, May 2001. 
-Public Choice Society meeting, San Antonio, March 2001. 
-American Economic Association Meetings, New Orleans, January 2001. 
-Peace Science Society (International) session, New Orleans, January 2001. 



-Conference on “why some countries avoid conflict and others do not,” World Institute for Development 
Economics Research, United Nations University, Helsinki, Finland; October 2000. 
-Workshop on “the binds of democratic politics,” Villa Colombela Group, Parma, Italy, September 2000. 
-Conference on “The Economics of Civil Wars,” organized by the World Bank and the Woodrow Wilson 
School, Princeton, NJ, March 2000. 
-Economic Policy Panel Meeting, Helsinki, October 1999. 
-Public Choice Society Meeting, New Orleans, March 1998. 
-Conference on “Contests,” Tinbergen Institute, Rotterdam, August 1997. 
-Conference on The State and the Economy, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, July 
1997. 
-Public Choice Society meeting, San Francisco, CA, March 1997. 
-Southeastern Economic Theory Conference, Miami, FL, November 1996. 
-Public Choice Society Meeting, Houston, April 1996. 
-Midwest Economics Meeting, University of Minnesota, October 1995. 
-Public Choice Society meeting, Long Beach, March 1995. 
-North American Winter Meeting of the Econometric Society, Washington DC, January 1995. 
-Western Economic Association Meeting, Vancouver B.C., June 1994. 
-North American Summer Meeting of the Econometric Society, Quebec, June 1994. 
-Public Choice Society Meeting, Austin, April 1994. 
-Southern California Political Economy Seminar, UCLA, April 1994. 
-Southeastern Economic Theory Conference, Duke University, October 1993. 
-Conference on the Economics of Organized Crime, Bologna, June 1993. 
-Economic Science Association and Public Choice Society meetings, New Orleans, March 1993. 
 
 
SHORT-TERM VISITS 
 
Center for Economic Studies, University of Munich, Summer 1995. 
 
Department of Economics, Stockholm School of Economics, (gave a series of lectures “on the Political 
Economy of Conflict and Appropriation”), Spring 1999. 
 
Department of Economics, Free University of Berlin, Spring 1999. 
 
Athens University of Economics and Business, March 2002, March 2006. 
 
 
INVITED SEMINARS (Since 1992) 
 
Athens University of Economics and Business (2002, 2004, 2006), Boston University (1994), Brown 
University (1994), Catholic University of Bolivia (2006),  Claremont Graduate University (1995, 1998), 
Claremont McKenna College (2003), Drexel University (2006), Florida International University (2001),  
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